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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Swift Agricultural Chemical Corporation, ILD059995423, is 1located at
2501 North Kings Highway in the City of East St. Louis, Illinois.
This facility manufactures agricultural chemical products.

On August 21, 1973, this facility discharged a milky white material
into a drainage ditch that drains directly into Rose Creek. The material
discharged was believed to be sulfuric acid. The Division of Water
Pollution Control, along with USCG, investigated this incident.

A site inspection is needed for this facility to gather more information.
A medium priority is assigned.

KP:tk:4/10/8(4/11/86)
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. Field Operations Section

ST. CLAIR COUNTY-=_SWIFT AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS, MAY 1 3 1975
(Fairmont City)

Envizonmental Protection Agency

) ) State of Illinois
T0: Division of Water Pollution Control, Field Operations Section

FROM: Eric W. Merz, Collinsville Unit
DATE: March 7, 1975

INTERVIEWED: Mr. Robert Britt, Plant Manager

On the above date the writer visited the subject industry in response to a
phone call from Mr. Marvin King, Agency biologist.

Mr. King was performing biological stream survey work in the area when he
observed that the water in the drainage way adjacent to the industry was green.

At the time of the writer's visit the water in the drainage way was relatively
clear. Conversation with Plant Manager Robert Britt revealed, however, that runoff
from the plant grounds does occassionally cause the water in the drainage way to
become green. Mr. Britt said the greenco‘or is from a dye that is used to color
fertilizer manufactured at the plant. Mr. Britt did not know the chemical composi=
tion of the dye.

The writer informed Mr. Britt of possible violations of law due to the dis-
coloration of the waterway and asked that steps be taken to control the dye.
Mr. Britt indicated all possible measures would be taken to insure that the dye
stays within the plant and not accidentally spilled where it might be washed away.

The writer will return to the facility in the near future. |If discoloration
is found a sample will be collected, pictures will be taken, and an appropriate
letter will be forwarded to the industry.

The above is for your information.

EWM/cas
5/8/75

cc: Region 1V
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: ROV
ST. CLAIR COUNTY - Swift Agricultural Chemical Corp. @\‘\ﬁg{‘{o&\“‘“
(Falrmont City) Chemical Discharge SN gl

REPLY TO:
117 West Main Street
Collinsville, 111. 62234

RECE|VE [yone: 618/345-6220

SURVEILLANCE SECTION

Swift Agricultural Chemical Corp. n 107
2501 Kingshighway SEP 23 1573
East St. Louls, Illinols 62202

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Gentlemen: STATE OF ILLINOIS

On August 21, 1973 technical representatives of this Agency Investigated
a report concerning the discharge of a chemical substance from your property.
Mr. Robert Britt, plant manager, was contacted during the Investigation.

The investigation revealed that a discharge was not occurring at the time
of the visit. It was apparent, however, that a large volume of a milky white
substance apparently had recently been discharged to a drainage ditch adj]acent
to your property. Laboratory analysis of a sample from the drainage dltch
revealed the liquid to be highly acidlc and containing excesslive concentrations
of numerous contaminants.

We trust that you are aware that discharges of this type may constitute a
violation of the Environmental Protection Act and related Water Pollution Regu-
lations.

Very truly yours,

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

/ééngadq;//éfé? C:Z%7¢12<?<;

e
James B. Coyne, Supervisor
Mississippl Direct Sub-Unit

W Survelllance Section, DWPC

EWM/cas /

cc: DWPC-Records Unit/
cc: Mississippi Basin

In the New lllinois, we accommodate!

2200 CHURCHILL ROAD
AT 2400 WEST JEFFERSON
SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 62706
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ST. CLAIR COUNTY - Swift Agricultural Chemical Corp.
Chemical Discharge
(Industrial Waste)

TO: Division of Water Pollution Control, Surveillance Section
FROM: Eric W. Merz, Mississippi Direct Sub-Unit

DATE: August 21, 1973

INTERVIEWED: Lt. Donald Payne - U.S. Coast Guard
Mr. Robert Britt, Plant Manager, Swift Fertilizer

In the afternoon of the above date Lt. Donald Payne of the U.S.C.G. telephoned
this office to advise the Agency that the Swift Agricultural Chemical Company in
Fairmont City had discharged an unknown volume of white material from a chemical
tank they were in the process of repairing. Lt. Payne said the Coast Guard became
aware of the problem the morning of the above date and immediately requested the
company to abate the discharge. The company complied.

At approximately 3:00 PM on the above date, C. V. Beck and the writer arrived
at the Swift Company. A discharge was not observed. It was observed, however,
that a white milky material filled a drainage ditch leading from Swift property.
The drainage ditch drains directly to Rose Creek. The milky substance could be
observed in Rose Creek for a distance of approximately 1/2 to 3/4 miles.

After making the above observations, Mr. Robert Britt, Swift Agricultural
Chemical Company plant manager, was contacted. Mr. Britt indicated that company
personnel were cleaning out a spent Sulphuric Acid tank (Sulphuric Acid is used
in the manufacturing process of some fertilizers) with water and in turn discharg-
ing the water to the above described drainage ditch. Mr. Britt said a 4 inch sludge
deposit in the bottom of the tank had to be flushed out in order to repair a leak.
Mr. Britt did not know the amount of water that was discharged, but did say he was
of the opinion that a sufficient amount of water was used to adequately dilute the
sulphuric acid sludge layer in the tank. Mr. Britt also said that the company
would not discharge any additional material in the tank.

A sample of the remaining water mixture in the tank and a sample of the water
in the drainage ditch at the apparent point of discharge were collected. The
results are as follows: (copies of analysis sheets are attached)

||TANK|| ’ ||D|TCH||
Iron (total) mg/1 790. 350.
Manganese mg/| 1.2 1.6
Mercury ppb 55. 105.
Ammonia (N) mg/1 50.0 125.
Phosphorus (P) mg/1 20.0 50.0
B.0.D. mg/1 Interference Interference
€C.0.D. mg/1 31,000 26,000
Susp. Solids mg/l 1,600 135
pH 0.9 1ud
Turbidity (JTU) 10,000 5,000

Total Acidity mg/1 38,000 21,000



'sT. CLAIR COUNTY - Swift Agricultural Chemical Corp.
Chemical Discharge
(!ndustrial Waste) Page 2

An appropriate letter to the company is attached.

The above is for your information.

‘f(/( /M% g
0

EWM/cas
10/15/73

cc: Mississippi Basin

P.S. C. V. Beck took photographs of the Rose Creek drainage the following day.
He is preparing a separate memo.
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